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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 March 2021.  Held remotely due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
Present: Councillors Howard (Chair), Hooton, Spencer, Heath, Roberts, Dilly, Bowes, A Hayward (Clerk), Cty. Cllr. Taylor 

(part) and Dist. Cllr. Sanger.  Also in attendance was Will Wilson, BDC Lead Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
(part) 

 
Members of Public:  0 
   
030/21  Chairman’s Remarks 

Cllr. Howard welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Mr Wilson, BDC Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
for attending. 
 

031/21 Neighbourhood Plan and Arrangements for the Referendum 
 
 Mr Wilson confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Referendum will take place on 6th May, 2021.  All 

arrangements will be made be Bassetlaw District Council, Electoral Services and COVID-19 safe measures will 
be put in place.  The Referendum is a simple YES/NO question for the Community.  Mr Wilson highlighted the 
following: 

 

There are implications relating to the updates to the Bassetlaw Local Plan (LP) for Walkeringham and the NP.   
In essence, the latest version of the LP includes a revised approach for growth in Small Rural Settlements. 
Policy ST2 now proposes a baseline requirement of 5% growth for all eligible settlements, including 
Walkeringham. Growth above this requirement figure is permitted, without a specific cap identified, but only 
subject to justification in a neighbourhood plan. Clearly, this is different to the previous system of a baseline 
requirement and a 20% cap that your NP was produced to reflect.  

  
In legislative terms this is not an issue. The NP remains compliant with national regulations, as confirmed by 
the Examination Report. It is also compliant with the most recent version of Policy ST2. However, the narrative 
used to explain your approach to housing allocations differs from the latest version of the LP, as anything 
above the 5% requirement is now optional. As such, if you were producing (or reviewing) the NP now, you 
would have the option to allocate a smaller number of housing sites.  there could well be an interest in 
reviewing the NP to reflect the revised figures. What I can clarify is that the NP is effectively ‘locked’ at 
present, following approval of the Examination Report by BDC Full Council last June. Once passed the point of 
referendum, there is the opportunity to review the Plan (as is normal practice), but not before. As with so 
many things at the moment, these are unprecedented times and, had it not been for the restrictions, the 
referendum would have been held last September. Such a long timeframe between approval and referendum 
is unusual, and is largely the issue here. 
 
Mr Wilson also commented that adoption of the NP would give some control and certainty over planning 
applications.  The LP had not yet been adopted and was still emerging and if there is no NP there may be an 
opportunity for unwanted development to be granted.  
 
The Steering Group had the option to promote but would be subject to the rules laid down by the electoral 
Commission. 
 

Will Wilson left the meeting.  Cllr. Hooton joined the meeting 
 

Public Session:  No discussion 
 
032/21  Apologies for absence     
  Cllr. Vardy (work commitment) 
  Cllr. Oxley (illness) 
  Cty. Cllr. Taylor (lateness, other commitment) 
   
  Resolved:  Apologies accepted 
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033/21 To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism Act 2011, and to 
consider any applications for dispensations in relation to disclosable pecuniary interest 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
034/21  District and County Councillors’ Reports 
  District Councillor 
  Dist. Cllr. Sanger gave the follow report: 
 

Bassetlaw has updated its Housing Revenue Account Business Plan for 2021-25 in all areas related to housing.   
Tenants have benefitted from coming bank under BDC control as opposed to A1 Housing.  More information is 
now available to everyone. 

 
The Housing Strategy has also been updated for the next 5 years for the benefit of Council as well as private 
renting tenants.  This works helps with safe neighbourhoods, NPs, etc.  During the pandemic work has still 
continued, every Council tenant has received a gas check plus an electricity 

 
To make sure services continue, target setting is in place for the new financial year with at least 8 new targets 
focussing mainly on delivery of services.  
 
Local Plan Update – final version towards the end of Summer this year to Cabinet then out for public 
consultation.  The recent consultation was praised for the variety of ways of informing residents.  809 
respondents received, higher than any previous consultation and rural areas were more involved than ever 
before, it was a positive exercise. 
 
To help reduce our carbon footprint, Bassetlaw has appointed a Climate Change Officer, Robert Craighead.  
There are lots of plans including voltaic panels, tree planting and alternative fuels for the fleet of Council 
lorries, plus many other ideas lead to a carbon strategy and a carbon neutral agenda for the District.  As part of 
this strategy, the Government are encouraging the UK to be the first country in the world to commercialise 
fusion energy.  We in Bassetlaw have 2 power station sites suitable to be involved in this new technology.  
Fusion power is an attempt to replicate the processes of the sun on the earth.  I understand, importantly, that 
the fusion process differs significantly from current nuclear power stations that harness nuclear fission.  The 
fusion process is much safer.  The fundamental difference is the physics and technology used in fusion reactors 
make a fission-type nuclear meltdown reaction impossible.  There will only be a limited amount of fuel at any 
given time and the reactor relies on a continuous input of fuel and if this is interrupted the reaction stops 
immediately.  Fusion does not create any long-term radioactive waste.  It produces helium which is an inert 
gas.  It also produces and consumes tritium within the plant in a closed circuit.  If any of the sites are chosen a 
lot of work will need to be done and it will encourage jobs to the area and apprenticeship posts.  The project is 
known as Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production (STEP).  
 
County Councillor 
Cty. Cllr. Taylor gave the following report: 
COVID-19 – the vaccination roll-out continues to go well.  All support mechanisms are still in place.  Cllr. 
Howard asked why the rate appeared high in parts of Nottinghamshire.  Cllr. Taylor to try to find out any 
specific reasons behind this, if any. 
 
Full Council – the Budget was set at 2.99%. 1% ring fenced for social care (NCC are allowed a 3% increase for 
social care over 2 years).  It is a balanced budget with no planned cuts and nothing taken from reserves. 
 
The independent Planning Inspector appointed to carry out the Examination of the Nottinghamshire Minerals 
Local Plan has now been received.    

 
The report concludes that the Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan provides an appropriate basis for the 
planning of minerals development in Nottinghamshire, provided that a number of main modifications are 
made to it.   Approval to adopt the plan will be sought at the County Council meeting on the 25 March 2021. 
 
Community 
Station Road Temporary Traffic Lights 
Cllr. Taylor was in constant contact with residents and Highways were in contacted with the Developers. 
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Bus stop Clearway, High Street 
The clearway has been programmed in.  There had been one objection during the consultation which may 
slow down the process but the work should still go through. 
 
Replacement Grit Bin, Sidsaph Hill 
The replacement grit bin had been approved and would be installed once the exact location had been agreed 
by the Viaem Team. 
 

035/21  Approval & Signing of Minutes 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2021 were discussed, proposed, seconded, voted and signed 

by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
036/21  Matters for Consideration 
  

Government Broadband Gigabit Scheme 
Cllr. Heath gave an overview of the scheme(s) put forward by BT Openreach.  In summary: 
 
There are two ways to contract 
1) Contract with a Legal Entity (Community accept financial liability).  Would need 325 to sign up for it. 
2) Demand Led - the community does not sign a contract, instead will require 437 pledges out of the 522 

identified by BT Openreach.  Require 130% sign up to mitigate any drop-outs.  Subject to receiving enough 
pledges the project would be cost neutral as this should be covered by the voucher schemes. 
 

Initial thoughts were that sign up level required is likely to be very difficult to achieve and would require the 
vast majority of the dwellings in the parish taking it up.  163 dwellings responded to the PC. 
 
Other notes – the list of address provided by Openreach appeared to be missing some of the ones put forward, 
Cllr. Heath to query.   
 
It was agreed to look into this a little further and get a better understanding of the schemes available and what 
the next steps would be, including how it would be promoted amongst the community.  Cllr. Heath to enquire 
further and report back. 
 
BDC Consultation - Public Spaces Protection Order (Dog Control) 
Resolved: to support the renewal of the Public Spaces Protection Order (Dog Control) for a further three years.  
Also request that the Village Hall Playing Field be including in the list of areas where dogs are prohibited. 

 
Councillor Training – Conduct Issues and Employee Relations 
NALC has arranged a training session on conduct issues and employee relations for Parish Council members.  
Cllr. Spencer agreed to attend the on-line event on behalf of the Parish Council.  The session would be 
recorded and made available to those councils attending so that it may use if for other members. 
 
Physical Meetings 
The Clerk reported that as legislation stands at the moment, Parish Councils will need to resume physical 
meetings from 7th May 2021.  The prevailing COVID-19 restrictions will have to be considered when convening 
the meetings. 

                           
  Tree Planting 

Cllr. Hooton had 28 surplus trees growing in pots and was willing to donate them to the village.  The trees are 
Rowan, Wild Cherry & Silver Birch.  Suggested planting areas included the village hall car park, Fountain Hill 
and are on Brickyard Lane.  Members were asked to think of other locations; to be discussed further at the 
next meeting. 
               

037/21  Faults and Repairs 
 The following comments and reports were made: 

• The potholes of West Moor and South Moor had now been marked for repair. 
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038/21  Reports  
 

Community Hub 
Cllr. Dilly reported that the Hub is currently support 6 shielding households. The bric-a-brac stall and book 
swap are still in operation.  The bric-a-brac stall would be wound up at the end of April to accommodate the 
upcoming elections. 
 
Meeting with Flood Officers 
Members of the Parish Council and Cllr. Taylor had met with NCC Flood Officers to and carried out a walkabout 
of the dykes.  The pinch points and points of concern were highlighted.  The Officers to follow up on some of 
the issues including the bridge under North Moor Road, the pipe under South Moor Road and the crumbling 
culvert near South Moor nursing home. 
 
Members also had a separate meeting with the farm manager about the field next to the school.  It was 
suggested that they build a bund in the field to protect the school from further flooding.  The farm manager 
agreed to discussed further with the owners. 

 
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported as follows: 

• The mobile home installed at a property on Stockwith Road had been reported to Planning Enforcement 

• The grit bins had now been refilled. 

• The pot holes around the moor have been reported and inspected. 

• So far two Parish Councillor applications had been received.  BDC should confirm whether or not an 
election has been called in the next few days.  If no election called, it will be for the Parish Council to co-
opt. 
 

Community Garden 
Cllr. Hooton reported that the start date has been provisionally set for June. Cllr. Hooton had applied for 
further grant funding and was waiting the result of 2 bids.  A resident adjacent to the planned community 
garden was a little concerned about the planting of beech hedge near his property.  Cllr.  Hooton had 
reassured him that the hedge was a shallow rooter and was designed to be planted there to give the property 
some protection. 
 
PC Website/Facebook Page Update 
There was a general discussion about the new FB page and in particular the Parish Council postings.  So far 
‘official’ postings linked from the website had been made.  It was agreed postings from other trusted sources 
should also be made.  The following was agreed: 

1. The PC website will continue to be updated with formal information (predominantly from the Clerk) 
2. The PC Fb page will be used to direct people to this (above) information (i.e. a link on the website rather 

than holding a duplicate of the information) 
3. The PC Fb page will also be used for less formal of-interest information (which is less likely to be on the 

website) 

Cllr. Heath will fulfil points 1-2 and Cllr. Bowes point 3.  To be reviewed again in a couple of months. 
 

039/21  Cemetery Matters 
  Income received (February):  £195.00 
        
040/21  Financial Matters 

Financial Report as at 17/03/2021: 
 
Income for the financial year to date:  £31,659 
Expenditure for the financial year to date:  £29,645 
Balance     £41,896 

 
The following payments were proposed, seconded, voted and agreed. 
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Cheque Amount Payee Matter 
2066-68 618.25 Staff Salary and expenses 

2069 329.80 HMRC Qtrly PAYE/NIC 

2070 186.00 Via East Midlands New grit bin (High Street) 

2071 21.34 J Fox Cemetery admin. expenses 

2072 60.00 NALC Councillor Training 

 
041/21  Planning Matters 
 
  New Planning Applications 
  Proposed 2 Storey Rear Extension  

53 Station Road Walkeringham Doncaster South Yorkshire DN10 4JH 
Ref. No: 21/00115/HSE (Revised) 
Resolved:  No Objection 

 
  Planning Decisions 
  None 
 
042/21  Correspondence (not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda) 
  None 
   
043/21    Councillors’ reports and items for inclusion on the next agenda 

• Holmes Lane is currently being used as a ‘rat run’ for vehicles believed to be crossing the level crossing at 
Beckingham.   It was questioned whether or not a gate could be installed here.  Clerk to check the status 
of the lane, i.e. is it adopted?  There had also been more fly tipping in the area. 

• It was commented that local residents had been litter picking on Gringley Road, most recently in the 
vicinity of the nature reserve.  Clerk to send out thank you letters. 

 
    Agenda Items: NEBF Report and Tree Planting.       

      
044/21   To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting was agreed and confirmed as Wednesday 21 April 2021 at 
7.30pm.  This will directly follow the Annual Assembly.  These meetings would be held remotely. 

 
 
 
Meeting closed 9.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………. 
 
Date ……………………………………. 


